The questions below are used as a general guideline for the interview and to help jog your memory and prepare thoughts before the interview:
QUESTIONS FOR VETERANS HISTORY PROJECT
PRE MILITARY
WHEN AND WHERE WERE YOU BORN?

WHAT WERE YOU DOING BEFORE ENTERING THE SERVICE?

DO YOU REMEMBER WHERE YOU WERE AND WHAT YOU WERE THINKING WHEN YOU HEARD ABOUT PEARL HARBOR?

DID YOU ENLIST OR WERE YOU DRAFTED?

*WHY DID YOU JOIN?

*DID FAMILY OR FRIENDS JOIN WHEN YOU DID?
*DID YOU PICK A BRANCH.  IF SO, WHY?

DO YOU REMEMBER THE DAY YOU LEFT FOR THE SERVICE?

*WHAT WERE YOU THINKING OR FEELING?

*WHAT WERE YOUR LOVE ONES, FRIENDS,ETC. THINKING AND FEELING?
WHERE DID YOU GO FOR YOUR BOOT CAMP/TRAINING?  

*TELL US ABOUT IT.

*DO YOU REMEMBER YOUR INSTRUCTORS AND FELLOW TRAINEES?

MILITARY EXPERIENCES
WHAT WAS YOUR FIRST DUTY/WHERE DID YOU GO AFTER YOUR TRAINING?

(OVERSEAS, STATESIDE,ETC)
DID YOU DEPLOY OVERSEAS?

*WHERE DID YOU GO AND WHAT WAS YOUR PORT OF EMBARKMENT?

*HOW LONG DID IT TAKE YOU TO ARRIVE?
If STATESIDE, WHERE WERE YOU ASSIGNED?  HOW WAS IT DIFFERENT FROM WHERE YOU GREW UP?
*WHAT WAS YOUR JOB/ASSIGNMENT, SPECIALITY?

*DO YOU REMEMBER ARRIVING AND WHAT WAS IT LIKE?

CAN YOU PLEASE WALK US THROUGH A TIME LINE OF YOUR EXPERIENCES FROM THIS POINT ON?  (*PLEASE FEEL FREE TO TALK ABOUT ANYTHING YOU WANT.  I KNOW THIS SECTION MUST BE FILLED WITH A VARIETY OF MEMORIES FOR MANY OF YOU, SO WE WILL ONLY TALK ABOUT WHAT YOU WANT TO TALK ABOUT AND GO AS FAR AS YOU WANT TO.)

SOME POSSIBLE TOPICS OF DISCUSSION:

· DESCRIBE THE SCENERY, THE SMELLS, THE LOCALS.

· HOW DID YOU DEAL WITH THE PHYSICAL AND CLIMATE CONDITIONS YOU WERE IN?

· DID YOU GET ENOUGH SLEEP?

· DID YOU GET ENOUGH TO EAT? WHAT WAS THE FOOD LIKE?

· DID YOU FEEL PRESSURE OR STRESS?

· DID YOU EVER RUN INTO PEOPLE FROM YOUR HOMETOWN?

· HOW DID YOU KEEP IN TOUCH WITH FAMILY & FRIENDS BACK HOME?

· HOW DID PEOPLE ENTERTAIN THEMSELVES?

· DID YOU GET LEAVE OR R&R?

· DID YOU ADMIRE YOUR CO?
· DO YOU RECALL ANY HUMOROUS OR UNUSUAL EVENTS?

· WHAT WERE SOME OF THE PRANKS THAT YOUR OR OTHERS PULLED?

· DO YOU REMEMBER HEARING ABOUT FDR’S DEATH?

· WHERE WERE YOU ON V-E DAY?

· WHERE WERE YOU ON V-J DAY?

· DESCRIBE YOUR FEELINGS WHEN YOU FINALLY REALIZED THE WAR WAS OVER AND YOU HAD MADE IT?
POST MILITARY

HOW LONG AFTER THE WAR WAS OFFICIALLY OVER BEFORE YOU WERE SENT HOME?

HOW DID YOU FELL ARRIVING HOME?  CAN YOU DESCRIBE THE DAY, WHO WAS THERE, ETC.?

HOW DID IT FEEL TO SEE YOUR LOVE ONES AGAIN?

DID YOUR FAMILY TALK ABOUT HOW THEY COPED WHILE YOU WERE GONE?

DID YOU TALK TO THEM ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCES?

HOW DID IT FEEL TO HAVE ONE OF MOM’S HOME COOKED MEALS AGAIN, SLEEP IN YOUR OLD BED, ETC.?

WHAT DID YOU DO IN THE DAYS AND WEEKS AFTER?

DID YOU GO TO WORK OR BACK TO SCHOOL?  

DID YOU TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE GI BILL?

DID YOU MAKE ANY CLOSE FRIENDSHIPS WHILE IN THE SERVICE?

DID YOU CONTINUE ANY OF THESE FRIENDSHIPS AND FOR HOW LONG?

DID YOU JOIN ANY VETERAN’S ORGANIZATIONS?

DID YOU RECEIVE ANY DECORATIONS OR MEDALS?

WHAT DID YOU GO ON AND DO AS A CAREER AFTER YOUR SERVICE?

HOW DO YOU FEEL YOUR SERVICE EXPERIENCE EFFECTED YOUR LIFE?

ABOVE ALL, IS THERE ONE THOUGHT, OR INCIDENT, YOU  WOULD LIKE TO SHARE WITH THOSE WHO WILL VIEW THIS TAPE?

IS THERE ANYTHING I HAVEN’T ASKED YOU, OR ANY ADDITIONAL COMMENTS YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE?

THANK YOU FOR YOUR PARTICIPATION IN THIS PROGRAM AS WELL AS THANK YOU FOR YOUR SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY.

