COMMITTED SERVICE
By Brad Hoopes for the Reporter-Herald
Alexander Rothe sat wondering and worrying about his buddies when he heard the news about Pearl Harbor.  He was on the west coast after being sent stateside for advance training and was now scheduled to rejoin his ship.  His ship, the USS Ralph Talbot, was in Pearl Harbor.  

Alex was part of the wave of Germans from Russia that settled in this area.  He was born in Germany while his family was in transit and arrived in Loveland as an infant.  He grew up in Loveland and at 16 joined the Civilian Conservation Corps, a national program that helped put young men to work during the Depression.  Alex worked at a camp up in Estes Park.  In Jan 1941, he and his buddy Jake decided to join the Navy.  Just 17, he had to get his parents to sign permission papers.  Although they left for boot camp at different times, both he and Jake would end up on the Ralph Talbot.  
Alex arrived in Pearl shortly after the bombing to rejoin his ship.  There was still smoking wreckage everywhere.  The Ralph Talbot, a destroyer, had survived because the Japanese had targeted the larger battleships and cruisers.  Right away his ship joined up with what was left of the Pacific fleet, and they all took off to take the fight back to the Japanese.  This would be the start of a long stint at sea for Alex.

He spent three years of this stint aboard the Ralph Talbot.  He was in fire control, which directed fire for the guns on the ship.  He sailed throughout the Pacific, getting involved in sea battles and island invasions.  During the Battle of Savo Island, his ship was hit.  On fire and listing badly, the command was sent out to abandon ship.   “I really didn’t have any good choices.” Alex recalls, “If I jumped over on the side listing, I was afraid the ship would roll over on me.  I went over to the other side, but if I jumped there I would have landed on the hull and broken a leg.”  Luckily another command followed to try and save the ship.  Using mattresses to plug the holes, they managed to save her and limp back for repairs.  
While back in the States for a ship overhaul, Alex got sick.  The Navy wanted to medically discharge him, but Alex insisted on going back overseas.  With the Ralph Talbot now gone, he was assigned to another destroyer, the USS Lewis Hancock.  He would go on to serve aboard the Hancock for over a year, once again sailing throughout the Pacific in escort and island invasion support capacities.

Serving on both ships, Alex spent over 4 years at sea.  He sailed the entire Pacific area of the war and participated in almost every major battle in the theater.  Scrambling to get to his battle station once, Alex was coming out of a hatch near a large gun when it fired, resulting in severe hearing lost.  His war experience came full circle, as he happened to be in the Bay Area when he first heard about the war’s start and then its end.  

After his discharge, Alex returned home to Colorado.  During the war, he had money taken out of his pay to be sent to his widowed mother for her needs.  When he got home, she presented him with a savings book with it all in there.  He also met a beautiful girl, Lorraine, who was in the Marines.  He courted her and they were married for 57 years until her passing.  
