WWII Service sets life course
By Brad Hoopes for the Reporter-Herald
When you try and thank Don Ratschkowsky for his service to our country, he will tell you that you have it all backwards.  It is he who is thankful for what this country gave to him, and that it gave far more than he ever gave back.  One of the most important things it gave to him was his citizenship.

Don was born in Yorkton, Saskatchewan Canada.  At an early age he move to Montana and then on to a number of towns in Idaho as the family followed his father’s ministry career.  His father gave up the ministry and took a job in Rochester, New York when Don was in high school.  Don left school his junior year to work and then soon was drafted into the navy.

Being in the service sped up the process in getting his citizenship.  Once he got it, he was able to progress from boot camp and went off to Quartermaster’s school.  Upon completing that training, he traveled across the States and then the Pacific to join his ship, the USS Requisite, in the Philippines.  As the ship’s Quartermaster, Don had a wide range of important responsibilities, primarily geared around navigation and visual communications.  One of his favorite duties was steering the ship and teaching the other sailors how to as well.

The Requisite was a minesweeper.  Don joined the ship at the tail end of the war and they sailed around the waters of the Philippines and Okinawa clearing out the mines.  When the war came to an end, the ship went to Japan.  The waters of Japan were heavily mined and the Requisite helped clear them so that occupation forces could safely sail into Japan.  During this duty, Don had a number of opportunities to go ashore.  He remembers the Japanese at the docks waving small American flags as they came in.  He was amazed by the destruction he saw as well as watching Japanese cars rigged to operate by charcoal stoves because there was no gasoline.  
Once the Requisite had completed her duties, she sailed back home to the west coast, down through the Panama Canal and up to New York where Don was discharged.  He returned home to Rochester and using the veteran’s accelerated school program, got his high school diploma.  He eventually got on with Eastman Kodak and would go on to have a 32 year career there.  He also met and married his wife Marilyn.  They have been married for 57 years and have 3 children, 9 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild.  In 1970, the family moved to Loveland when Don came out to help open the Kodak plant in Windsor.  

Don says he is very grateful for how his life has turned out.  Grateful for his childhood, his time in the Navy, a job that he looked forward to going to everyday and for his wife and family.  He is also grateful for this country.

“The thanks goes to this country for what it did for me, rather than what I did for it”, Don says.  “He has always said and felt that.” Marilyn added.   
