Vet survived two major events of war
By Brad Hoopes for the Reporter-Herald

Very few people can say they were involved in two of the most important events in World War II.  As well, very few people can say they were shot at by both the Germans and the Japanese during the war.  Gordon “Dick” Breiner is one of those few people that can say yes to both!

Dick grew up in Pittsburg, KS.  After graduating high school in 1941 he took jobs that really had no future, so he signed up to go to a welding school out in California.  On December 7th he was visiting his grandparents to say goodbye before taking off when they heard the news of Pearl Harbor.  His mother asked him not to go because she was worried, as were many in the country, that the Japanese were going to invade the west coast.  
Dick did go out and completed the school, getting certified as a welder.  With the build up for the war now in full force, he easily found work down at the shipyards.  He helped build Liberty ships.  At this point, his shipyard was completing a ship every 29 days.  He worked there for a year and when it became apparent that he was going to be drafted, he quit his job to make one last trip home to Kansas before going into the service.

He was given his choice of services when he returned back to California.  He chose the Navy, with the idea of getting into the Seabees where he could use his welding skills.  The Seabees is the nickname for the Navy’s Construction Battalions.  He shipped across the country to the east coast for training, eventually forming up with the 81st Construction Battalion and soon departed for England.  This was the stopping off point before his involvement in the first important event, D-Day.

Dick was aboard a LST (landing ship tank) that landed on Utah Beach at 10am on D-Day.  His unit’s job was to unload an anti-aircraft artillery unit on the ship and they came under German shelling while doing so.  After getting everything unloaded, they tried to depart but the ship’s propellers were broken in the process, forcing them to go back, dig foxholes on the beach and hunker down.  They would end up staying through the fall on Normandy.  

They stayed through December, helping rebuild the artificial harbor after a storm destroyed it, as well as unloading ships.  Eventually Paris was liberated, giving Dick a chance to get in and see the city.  The day they left to return to the states, his sister’s husband heard he was there and had stopped out to see him.  They just missed seeing each other.  By the time Gordon made it back to the states, he got word that his brother-in-law had been killed in action.  
After a 30 day leave, his unit regrouped and headed to the Pacific.  They traveled through the Panama Canal and made stops in Hawaii and the Marshall Islands before landing D+3 during the Invasion of Okinawa.  Once again while there, they came under Japanese shelling and witnessed the kamikaze attacks.  After finishing their assignment, they headed for Guam to begin training for the planned invasion of the Japanese homeland.  The day they arrived in Guam, the Japanese surrendered.  

After the war, Dick would return to his occupation as a welder and would go on to have a long career.  He also met and married his wife lovely Gerry.  They have been married for 58 years and have one daughter.  Today, Dick is very involved in the Loveland chapter of Habitat for Humanity.  

