CALLED TO SERVE
By Brad Hoopes for the Reporter-Herald
Loyd Johnson was looking back over his amazing life.  One chapter in this life was his time in the Navy during World War II.  As with the rest of his life, what he was involved in and experienced during the war was truly fascinating.  
Loyd was raised in Paynesville, MN.  It was an idyllic life for a boy, as he grew up on one of the many lakes in the region.  Pearl Harbor was bombed in December of his senior year in high school and like everyone else around his age, he assumed he would be someday involved in the war.  After he graduated, he had the opportunity to go to California and work for Lockheed Aircraft.  “As I look back now on that experience at Lockheed, I am amazed at the amount of responsibility they gave me as an 18 year old”, he recalls.  

Uncle Sam eventually did come calling and he received his draft notice.  His boss offered to get him a deferment as he was in a defense-based industry, but Loyd declined and said he would go off and serve.  He took boot camp down in San Diego and then moved up to San Francisco where he boarded ship heading to the Pacific.  

Arriving in Hawaii, Loyd was assigned to the personnel department of the submarine base.  He helped handle the files of the 10,000 personnel on the base, at a time long before computers.  He soon had the opportunity to become the aide to the commander responsible for all the torpedoes in the Pacific Fleet.  This position would give him a behind the scenes, top-secret view of the war.  

This position required a background clearance check by the FBI and all during his time in this position he was required to report all his movements when he left the base to the FBI.

He met top Admirals such as Nimitz and Halsey, and sat in on their meetings as they planned campaigns and discussed the war.  He was privy to all the battles and invasions before they happened.  Another interesting responsibility he held was reading and processing all the submarine logs when they came back into base. 
Loyd remembers a massive explosion at Pearl Harbor in 1944.  The harbor was the staging area for an upcoming island invasion.  There were hundreds of ships with a number of ammunitions ships and fuel ships.  Suddenly one of the ammunition ships blew up, which set off a change reaction of the other ammunition ships and fuel ships.  It has been called “The Second Pearl Harbor Disaster“.  “I am baffled that you look at history books and find very little written about it.”, said Loyd.  
Loyd was always a man of faith, but a number of personal experiences in the service further strengthened this faith.  After he returned home from the war, Loyd started down a path that would lead into the ministry.  This began a 40+ year career as a pastor in churches throughout the Midwest.  After retiring, he spent another 15 years in an international faith and humanitarian organization.  This took him to 23 different countries and he crossed the Atlantic over 50 times.  A truly fascinating life to date. 
